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CHILD INJURY GRANT 
FROM THE OHIO 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Goal of reducing roadway injuries 
& fatalities involving teen drivers

• Implement teen driving 
programming

• Distribute educational 
materials

• Promote teen driving 
education modules

• Review current school 
driving policies to find 
gaps



• ODH was in search of a strong 
evidence-based education 
program

• Ohio was the first to get the 
state-specific parent & teen 
module
⚬ Now 13 state-specific 

modules available
• Custom pre & post surveys
• Including parents helps 

reinforce GDL restrictions

BY IMPACT TEEN DRIVERS (ITD)

OHIO-SPECIFIC

GRADUATED DRIVER 
LICENSING MODULE 



PILOT PROJECT: 
SOLON HIGH SCHOOL

#1 PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL IN 
THE CLEVELAND AREA

#2 IN THE STATE

• Agreed to change school 
policy to incorporate use of 
the ITD GDL Module
⚬ Students required to 

take the module in order 
to receive their school 
parking pass

• Pre-observations done on 
students driving behaviors

• COVID halted post-
observations

• D u r i n g  y o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  p r o b a t i o n a r y  l i c e n s u r e :

• C u r f e w  b e t w e e n  1 2 a m - 6 a m

• O n l y  1  n o n - f a m i l y  m e m b e r  p a s s e n g e r  w / o  p a r e n t a l  

s u p e r v i s i o n

• D u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  p r o b a t i o n a r y  l i c e n s u r e  o r  u n t i l  

1 8  y e a r s  o l d :

• C u r f e w  b e t w e e n  1 a m - 5 a m

• M a y  n o t  t r a n s p o r t  m o r e  p a s s e n g e r s  t h a n  t h e  

n u m b e r  o f  i n s t a l l e d  s a f e t y  b e l t s  i n  t h e  v e h i c l e

• B o t h  c u r f e w s  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n s  f o r  s c h o o l ,  w o r k ,  r e l i g i o u s  

e v e n t  o r  e m e r g e n c y

• A l l  p a s s e n g e r s  m u s t  w e a r  a  s e a t b e l tOh
io
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• Pandemic created a shift in our teen 
driving audience

• Driving school curricula only briefly 
covers GDL restrictions

• 3  locations used the GDL Module as 
introductory course

• GDL brochures given to teens & 
their parents at driving schools 
throughout the county

• 1,003 GDL Module users from local 
high schools and driving schools 
from September 2020 - December 
2021

TURN TO DRIVING SCHOOLS



ADDITIONAL FREE 
IMPACT TEEN 

DRIVERS MODULES



ENGAGING 
HIGH SCHOOLS
• Starting the teen driving safety 

conversation at high schools can be the 
hardest part
⚬ Find a solid school contact to help 

lead programming
• Attend school open houses & PTA 

meetings
⚬ Parents are the key to change in high 

schools
• Present teen driving crash data specific 

to the school district to administrations, 
parents, & teens



Science of Attention & Your Brain 
Behind the Wheel
• Created to educate on how the brain works 

when multitasking
– Signs of Attention is a 40 minute program 

while Your Brain Behind the Wheel is 
abbreviated to be done at tabling events

• 5 stations with 5-10 students at a time, 5-7 
minutes spent at each
– Station 1: Reaction Time, Station 2: Bean 

Bag Frenzy, Station 3: Dealing with 
Distractions, Station 4: Divided Attention, 
Station 5: Living with Brain Injury

• Teens will learn about reaction times, how the 
brain handles distractions, & how distractions 
affect reaction times



• Project developed by the Teen Driving 
Subcommittee of the Ohio Child Injury Action 
Group (CIAG)

• Each section contains targeted information that 
could be used for the specific types of 
interactions these groups have with teen drivers.
o School administrators, 

teachers, students, parents, 
and coaches/club leaders

o Toolkit includes social media, 
PA announcements, fact 
sheets, assignments, 
presentations, contracts, etc.

THE GDL TOOLKIT



Teen Driving Media Contests
• Billboards, memes, & commercials
• Topic areas: seatbelt use, distracted 

driving, impaired driving
• Flyers are sent out to local high schools 

and posted on social media requesting 
submissions



THANK YOU!

Scan to download my virtual 
contact card & reach out with any 

questions or follow-up.




