
2019 Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities 
Traffic Safety Scholars Social Media Posts 

 
Farzaneh Azadi, University of Missouri, 
PhD. Engineering 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid= 
10157148551629907&set=a.10150181300159907 
& type=3&theater 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adika Iqbal, Clemson University, Civil 
Engineering 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6517928118521597952 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=%2010157148551629907&set=a.10150181300159907%20&%20type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=%2010157148551629907&set=a.10150181300159907%20&%20type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=%2010157148551629907&set=a.10150181300159907%20&%20type=3&theater
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6517928118521597952
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6517928118521597952


 
 
Hannah Via, University of the People, Health 
Science 
https://www.facebook.com/100002125689688/posts/ 
2186055248141977?sfns=mo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cameron Bennett, Oregon State University, Civil Engineering/Geographic Information 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6520045182682042368 

 

https://www.facebook.com/100002125689688/posts/%202186055248141977?sfns=mo
https://www.facebook.com/100002125689688/posts/%202186055248141977?sfns=mo
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6520045182682042368


Enid M. Colón-Torres, University of Puerto Rico, 
Civil Engineering 
https://www.facebook.com/enid.colon.75/posts/ 
10161658994930451  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Li Li, Ohio State University, PhD 
Epidemiology 
https://www.facebook.com/100010385957085/ 
posts/851031935252997?sfns=mo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/enid.colon.75/posts/%2010161658994930451
https://www.facebook.com/enid.colon.75/posts/%2010161658994930451
https://www.facebook.com/100010385957085/%20posts/851031935252997?sfns=mo
https://www.facebook.com/100010385957085/%20posts/851031935252997?sfns=mo


Yaa Amanua Osafo, University of 
Louisiana, Civil Engineering 
 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6519943023898558464  
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6519938715895369728  
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6519936762415058944  
 
--- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6519943023898558464
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6519943023898558464
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6519938715895369728
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6519938715895369728
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6519936762415058944
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6519936762415058944


Emma Gaster, University of Alabama, 
Marketing 
 
 
 https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story 
_fbid=2255965674730084&id=100009500196396  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Charles A. Warnock, University of 
Georgia, Health Promotion & Behavior 
https://www.facebook.com/TSREG/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story%20_fbid=2255965674730084&id=100009500196396
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story%20_fbid=2255965674730084&id=100009500196396
https://www.facebook.com/TSREG/


 
Yindhira Taveras Canela, University of 
Puerto Rico, PhD Civil Engineering & 
Surveying 
 
https://www.facebook.com/581857900/posts/ 
10156343844197901?sfns=mo 
https://www.instagram.com/p/BwOBMHAnQ-
U/?utm_source=ig_share_sheet&igshid=ex14955xbj1w 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.uprm.edu/inci/2019/04/11/civil-
engineering-students-received-the-2019-traffic-safety-

scholars-tss-award/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/581857900/posts/%2010156343844197901?sfns=mo
https://www.facebook.com/581857900/posts/%2010156343844197901?sfns=mo
https://www.instagram.com/p/BwOBMHAnQ-U/?utm_source=ig_share_sheet&igshid=ex14955xbj1w
https://www.instagram.com/p/BwOBMHAnQ-U/?utm_source=ig_share_sheet&igshid=ex14955xbj1w


Md Atiquzzaman, Auburn University, 
PhD Civil Engineering 
 https://www.facebook.com/AtiqueDShadow/ 
posts/ 10214102602030018?notif_id=155482 
633697 3505&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic  
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6521415319649599488  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://www.linkedin.com 
/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6521461646005800960 
 

 
 
 
Abolfazl Karimpour, 
University of Arizona, PhD 
Civil & Architectural 
Engineering 
 
 
 
--- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/AtiqueDShadow/%20posts/%2010214102602030018?notif_id=155482%20633697%203505&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic
https://www.facebook.com/AtiqueDShadow/%20posts/%2010214102602030018?notif_id=155482%20633697%203505&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic
https://www.facebook.com/AtiqueDShadow/%20posts/%2010214102602030018?notif_id=155482%20633697%203505&notif_t=feedback_reaction_generic
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6521415319649599488
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6521415319649599488


Maria X. Rojas Ibarra, University of Puerto 
Rico, Civil Engineering/Transportation 
 
https://www.facebook.com/photo. 
php?fbid=10213432541796906 &set=pcb. 
10213432550837132&type =3&theater 

 
  

https://www.facebook.com/photo.%20php?fbid=10213432541796906%20&set=pcb.%2010213432550837132&type%20=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.%20php?fbid=10213432541796906%20&set=pcb.%2010213432550837132&type%20=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/photo.%20php?fbid=10213432541796906%20&set=pcb.%2010213432550837132&type%20=3&theater


Istiak Bhuyan, Morgan State University, PhD, Transportation Engineering (Blog & Facebook 
posts) 
 
Morgan Doctoral Student Named 2019 National Traffic Safety Scholar 
Morgan State U January 7, 2019  

Morgan doctoral student Istiak A. Bhuyan, who is studying transportation engineering in the School of Engineering’s 
Department of Transportation and Urban Infrastructure Studies (TUIS), has been named by the 
Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities as a 2019 National Traffic Safety Scholar 
(TSS). Along with this recognition comes the award of a $1,000 scholarship to attend the organization’s 
38th annual conference event being held in Louisville, KY, from March 31 – April 2, 2019. Istiak was one 
of 50 college students selected through a competitive, nationwide application process, to be awarded 
this honor. 

 
The Lifesavers National Conference on Highway 
Safety Priorities is the largest gathering of 
highway safety professionals in the United 
States; bringing together a unique combination 
of traffic safety and public health professionals, 
researchers, advocates, practitioners and 
students committed to sharing best practices, 
research and policy initiatives. The annual event 
showcases the latest research, evidence-based 
strategies, proven countermeasures, and 
promising innovative approaches for addressing 
the nation’s most pressing traffic safety 

problems. The goal of the TSS program is to showcase the diversity of opportunities in traffic safety and encourage 
students, regardless of discipline, to pursue a career in a dynamic field that draws from a variety disciplines from 
engineering, education and enforcement to communications, business, marketing, medicine, public health, political 
science, counseling, and more. 
 
Istiak and his fellow scholars will be honored at a pre-conference reception being 
held on March 31, and will have the opportunity to participate in plenary sessions and 
workshops featuring leading experts covering such topics as distracted and impaired 
driving and walking; child passenger, pedestrian, bicycle, motorcycle, teen, and older 
driver safety; adult occupant protection; vehicle technology; law enforcement; 
commercial vehicles; roadway design and more. 
 
In addition to pursuing his doctorate, Istiak serves as a research assistant working alongside Dr. Celeste Chavis at 
Morgan on her research with the Urban Equity and Mobility Center and at the University’s National Transportation 
Center. 
Congratulations to Istiak A. Bhuyan for being selected with this honor and representing Morgan State University on this 
national stage! 
 
https://news.morgan.edu/morgan-doctoral-student-named-2019-national-traffic-safety-scholar/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://news.morgan.edu/author/wpadmin/
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/transportation
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lifesaversconference.org_traffic-2Dsafety-2Dscholars_&d=DwMFaQ&c=0CCt47_3RbNABITTvFzZbA&r=rmrjOrTQo637jQzsGqFEr1OkGEI6RoVmoYtjJDIC8gc&m=mngaw87LJVNwbf5fkdWK6t4XvmZ0sN0A0jDlm088338&s=OpcqiO-lo9WR4wx2AkA5c0WYvTMmQ0yVw6-u3BoojrI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lifesaversconference.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=0CCt47_3RbNABITTvFzZbA&r=rmrjOrTQo637jQzsGqFEr1OkGEI6RoVmoYtjJDIC8gc&m=mngaw87LJVNwbf5fkdWK6t4XvmZ0sN0A0jDlm088338&s=IW-Z7fXClxY3wIqnvklHT64nQxTeJhUJjLtMFe0hOO8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lifesaversconference.org_&d=DwMFaQ&c=0CCt47_3RbNABITTvFzZbA&r=rmrjOrTQo637jQzsGqFEr1OkGEI6RoVmoYtjJDIC8gc&m=mngaw87LJVNwbf5fkdWK6t4XvmZ0sN0A0jDlm088338&s=IW-Z7fXClxY3wIqnvklHT64nQxTeJhUJjLtMFe0hOO8&e=
https://www.morgan.edu/school_of_engineering/departments/transportation_and_urban_infrastructure_studies/faculty/staff/chavis_celeste.html
https://news.morgan.edu/u-s-dot-awards-1-4-million-grant-to-morgan-state-university-led-transportation-consortium/
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/ntc
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/ntc
https://news.morgan.edu/morgan-doctoral-student-named-2019-national-traffic-safety-scholar/
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARD1XQOk-kdx03aMi3MI2DdvHFT9PzvnlZYjmRXBwGwOdNA_CqYdpg8YtY_nM51ty20vKanLJTnTpSrK&hc_ref=ARSfXedLa7Td6cV1MG8G6-3y9kFSYnL0njjR68WKNEp2bOG99evZedN4FjdfBW6W4TA&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDw_0vd5icjPOXykFyD9hZtX4v3Au0gK46ZDdlbUPlCE9ZlrDEqv93Zp4j05gmFNh1p4vmaMUIf-GYeDA8GKInWKbQibK_8XVdR_obsVzsaWRVUJ2ztmt6RzaA87_C1Fe4XoiNiVF9mITWZ-DqLuSWALMHa8hOln6xvILbYR8iNNIKvYGLFmHYoU2QjZ_AP5XeKhYerAPA5oVjJ1_5ugMRiSIH5UnQ2UfvxX726y5ZJe_hgQ7YW-r_VEbwiV2uAr7IT7ii-yC8UHL5V-ccksdmDSGOKoDX1jvI-MoXnOtgF1UOQmw9ur1TxzInj_EazhDnU2mY1dGmRh2dFAneMuxnMOGmg
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARD1XQOk-kdx03aMi3MI2DdvHFT9PzvnlZYjmRXBwGwOdNA_CqYdpg8YtY_nM51ty20vKanLJTnTpSrK&hc_ref=ARSfXedLa7Td6cV1MG8G6-3y9kFSYnL0njjR68WKNEp2bOG99evZedN4FjdfBW6W4TA&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDw_0vd5icjPOXykFyD9hZtX4v3Au0gK46ZDdlbUPlCE9ZlrDEqv93Zp4j05gmFNh1p4vmaMUIf-GYeDA8GKInWKbQibK_8XVdR_obsVzsaWRVUJ2ztmt6RzaA87_C1Fe4XoiNiVF9mITWZ-DqLuSWALMHa8hOln6xvILbYR8iNNIKvYGLFmHYoU2QjZ_AP5XeKhYerAPA5oVjJ1_5ugMRiSIH5UnQ2UfvxX726y5ZJe_hgQ7YW-r_VEbwiV2uAr7IT7ii-yC8UHL5V-ccksdmDSGOKoDX1jvI-MoXnOtgF1UOQmw9ur1TxzInj_EazhDnU2mY1dGmRh2dFAneMuxnMOGmg
https://news.morgan.edu/wp-content/uploads/IBhuyan_Photo.jpg
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARD1XQOk-kdx03aMi3MI2DdvHFT9PzvnlZYjmRXBwGwOdNA_CqYdpg8YtY_nM51ty20vKanLJTnTpSrK&hc_ref=ARSfXedLa7Td6cV1MG8G6-3y9kFSYnL0njjR68WKNEp2bOG99evZedN4FjdfBW6W4TA&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDw_0vd5icjPOXykFyD9hZtX4v3Au0gK46ZDdlbUPlCE9ZlrDEqv93Zp4j05gmFNh1p4vmaMUIf-GYeDA8GKInWKbQibK_8XVdR_obsVzsaWRVUJ2ztmt6RzaA87_C1Fe4XoiNiVF9mITWZ-DqLuSWALMHa8hOln6xvILbYR8iNNIKvYGLFmHYoU2QjZ_AP5XeKhYerAPA5oVjJ1_5ugMRiSIH5UnQ2UfvxX726y5ZJe_hgQ7YW-r_VEbwiV2uAr7IT7ii-yC8UHL5V-ccksdmDSGOKoDX1jvI-MoXnOtgF1UOQmw9ur1TxzInj_EazhDnU2mY1dGmRh2dFAneMuxnMOGmg


The National Transportation Center at Morgan State University 
January 4 ·  
Congratulations to Istiak A. Bhuyan, a doctoral student in Transportation Engineering at the Department of 
Transportation & Urban Infrastructure Studies! 

He has been named the National Traffic Safety Scholar (TSS) 2019 and awarded a $1,000 scholarship to attend the 38th 
annual National Lifesavers Conference on Highway Safety Priorities from March 31 to April 2, 2019, in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

Istiak is a research assistant working with Dr. Celeste Chavis for the Urban Equity and Mobility Center (UMEC) at the 
National Transportation Center (NTC) at Morgan State University. 

Istiak is one of 50 college students selected through a competitive application process. The Lifesavers Conference 
showcases the latest research, evidence-based strategies, proven countermeasures, and promising innovative 
approaches for addressing the nation’s most pressing traffic safety problems. The goal of the TSS program is to 
showcase the diversity of opportunities in traffic safety and encourage students, regardless of discipline, to pursue a 
career in a dynamic field that draws from a variety disciplines from engineering, education and enforcement to 
communications, business, marketing, medicine, public health, political science, counseling, and more. 

Istiak and his fellow scholars will be honored at a pre-conference reception on March 31, 2019, and will have the 
opportunity to participate in plenary sessions and workshops featuring leading experts in distracted and impaired 
driving and walking; child passenger, pedestrian, bicycle, motorcycle, teen, and older driver safety; adult occupant 
protection; vehicle technology; law enforcement; commercial vehicles; roadway design; and more. 

(Generated 164 likes, 9 shares, 63 comments) 
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/posts/2278900072328014 
 
 
 
Annika K. Sidhum, North Dakota State 
University 
 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6521554773039153153/   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARDL-uAgXW4c6hDxUXNqZUh7SHuEyxUAgYGxC1tWn5OJN8jvmoxZ41nr2Sjv_7ibS4TJUCXONo_ENKJG&hc_ref=ARRzTIYGXKUYuWX9j51BNwMaAHuJH-VNKRhvAOpuH2IDi_F9So7-NSEAljlsps7ngPo&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDw_0vd5icjPOXykFyD9hZtX4v3Au0gK46ZDdlbUPlCE9ZlrDEqv93Zp4j05gmFNh1p4vmaMUIf-GYeDA8GKInWKbQibK_8XVdR_obsVzsaWRVUJ2ztmt6RzaA87_C1Fe4XoiNiVF9mITWZ-DqLuSWALMHa8hOln6xvILbYR8iNNIKvYGLFmHYoU2QjZ_AP5XeKhYerAPA5oVjJ1_5ugMRiSIH5UnQ2UfvxX726y5ZJe_hgQ7YW-r_VEbwiV2uAr7IT7ii-yC8UHL5V-ccksdmDSGOKoDX1jvI-MoXnOtgF1UOQmw9ur1TxzInj_EazhDnU2mY1dGmRh2dFAneMuxnMOGmg
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/photos/a.1605709866313708/2278899772328044/?type=3&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDw_0vd5icjPOXykFyD9hZtX4v3Au0gK46ZDdlbUPlCE9ZlrDEqv93Zp4j05gmFNh1p4vmaMUIf-GYeDA8GKInWKbQibK_8XVdR_obsVzsaWRVUJ2ztmt6RzaA87_C1Fe4XoiNiVF9mITWZ-DqLuSWALMHa8hOln6xvILbYR8iNNIKvYGLFmHYoU2QjZ_AP5XeKhYerAPA5oVjJ1_5ugMRiSIH5UnQ2UfvxX726y5ZJe_hgQ7YW-r_VEbwiV2uAr7IT7ii-yC8UHL5V-ccksdmDSGOKoDX1jvI-MoXnOtgF1UOQmw9ur1TxzInj_EazhDnU2mY1dGmRh2dFAneMuxnMOGmg&__tn__=-R
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6521554773039153153/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6521554773039153153/


 
Armana Sabiha Huq, Florida International University, 
Civil & Environmental Engineering 
 
https://www.facebook.com/ashuqliva/posts/ 
10156455572188517   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/ 
update/urn:li:activity:6523705562419523584  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ashuqliva/posts/%2010156455572188517
https://www.facebook.com/ashuqliva/posts/%2010156455572188517
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/%20update/urn:li:activity:6523705562419523584
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/%20update/urn:li:activity:6523705562419523584


Jeff Rollman, UCLA Fielding 
School of Public Health, PhD. 
Health Policy & Management 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Samantha Keely Greene, Virginia 
Tech, Sociology/Communications 
Studies 
  
https://www.facebook.com/keely.green/posts/  
2287062554690676 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/keely.green/posts/%20%202287062554690676
https://www.facebook.com/keely.green/posts/%20%202287062554690676


Victor Puac-Polanco, Columbia University, PhD. Epidemiology 
https://saludpublicaglobal.org/2019/04/24/mensajes-lifesavers-2019/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(continuation of blog) 
programas e intervenciones dirigidas a la prevención de choques y lesiones en todas las vías públicas y 
carreteras de los Estados Unidos y en el extranjero. 

Durante mi participación en las sesiones plenarias, talleres, y espacios para interactuar con otros 
asistentes, identifique los siguientes 5 mensajes que todos podemos aplicar en nuestro trabajo, 
investigaciones, o prácticas del diario vivir: 

1. Datos e información sobre todos los tipos de choques, fatales, no fatales, o solo daños materiales, 
son importantes: Si nos enfocamos solo en los choques con los resultados más severos, los 
choques fatales, estamos perdiendo alrededor de 85% de la información que puede ser vital en el 
diseño de programas de prevención. 

2. Modificación de las conductas de conductores y peatones: Si todos los caminos estuvieran en 
perfectas condiciones, se reduciría el 15% de los choques. Si todos los carros fueran perfectos, se 
reduciría el 5% de los choques. Si todos los conductores y peatones ejercieran practicas seguras 
de conducción de vehículos y acataran las reglas de seguridad vial, el 80% de los choques serían 
prevenidos. Como usuarios de las vías públicas tenemos la responsabilidad ejercer actitudes y 
prácticas seguras, y de esta forma ayudar a reducir la mayoría de la carga a la salud relacionada 
con los choques. 

3. Beber alcohol y manejar, son dos acciones incompatibles: Cada día mueren 110 personas en 
carreteras y vías públicas en los Estados Unidos. Un tercio de estos choques fatales están  

https://saludpublicaglobal.org/2019/04/24/mensajes-lifesavers-2019/


4. relacionados al uso de alcohol. En promedio cada conductor que ha sido arrestado por manejar bajo la 
influencia del alcohol ha manejado hasta 89 veces incapacitado por alcohol sin ser detectado. Acciones 
para reducir el número de conductores bajo la influencia del alcohol deber ser parte de toda acción 
preventiva. 

5. Menores de edad son los más vulnerables en choques relacionados al alcohol: En 1997, hasta el 60% 
de menores de edad murieron en choques relacionados al uso de alcohol por un conductor. Y en 
choques relacionados al uso de alcohol en donde un menor de edad falleció, el 71% de los conductores 
bajo efectos del alcohol sobrevivieron. A medida que la concentración de alcohol en la sangre 
incrementa, también incrementa el chance que un menor de edad no será colocado en un asiento de 
seguridad. Programas de educación deben recalcar que el grupo más vulnerable en choque 
relacionados al alcohol son los menores de edad. 

6. El mensaje de seguridad vial debe ser personal: Comunicar mensajes de seguridad vial en una forma 
personal a cada miembro de nuestras comunidades, nos acercara a la meta final de cero muertes por 
choques. Por ejemplo, la campaña que realizó la comisión de choques en Victoria, Australia en donde 
convencen a las personas que el número aceptable de pérdidas de vidas humanas es cero 
(https://youtu.be/bsyvrkEjoXI). 
 

Lifesavers fue una gran experiencia profesional y recomiendo a estudiantes cuyas áreas de trabajo estén 
relacionadas a la seguridad vial, aplicar al programa TSS para Lifesavers 2020. Para más detalles del 
programa, pueden visitar https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/ 
 

 
 
Samira Ahngari, Morgan State 
University, PhD Transportation & 
Urban Studies 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6525028800651153408 
  

https://youtu.be/bsyvrkEjoXI
https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/


Amirreza Nickkar, Morgan State University, 
PhD, Transportation Engineering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Seyedehsan Dadvar, Morgan State University, PhD Transportation Engineering 
https://www.ehsandadvar.com/2019/04/lifesavers-conference-2019.html#!/ 
 

 
I was in Louisville, KY (March 29 - April 2) attending the 37th Lifesavers 
Conference at Kentucky International Convention Center (KICC) as one of fifty 
Traffic Safety Scholars (TSS) who have been selected from many universities 
nationwide (including Puerto Rico) along with a few scholars who were attending 
from other countries such as Botswana, Colombia, Ireland, and Switzerland (list 
of 2019 scholars). That was great opportunity to learn, share, and network. It was 
the second time that I was attending the Lifesavers Conference, I was a scholar 
last year in San Antonio (my post for last year conference), too. However, it was 
the first time that I traveled to Kentucky. 

https://www.ehsandadvar.com/2019/04/lifesavers-conference-2019.html
https://www.ehsandadvar.com/2019/04/lifesavers-conference-2019.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisville,_Kentucky
https://lifesaversconference.org/
https://lifesaversconference.org/
https://kyconvention.com/
https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/
https://lifesaversconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Traffic-Safety-Scholars-for-Website.pdf
https://lifesaversconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Traffic-Safety-Scholars-for-Website.pdf
http://www.ehsandadvar.com/2018/05/lifesavers-conference-2018.html
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-uFhD2h0cCBY/XMClqSRUtUI/AAAAAAAD4iQ/880IjDSUACEsD10i-mGYYFizo4qu54R8gCEwYBhgL/s1600/2019-LS-Conference-Color-Logo.png


 

Kentucky International Convention Center (KICC) 

Background 
It was the first time that the Lifesavers Conference was held in Kentucky. The first conference was in Detroit in 1982, and 
so far 24 cities have hosted the conference with Chicago leading as host (1993, 2003, 2007, and 2015) followed by Denver, 
Orlando, and San Diego with three apiece. The duration of the conference, which is usually held in the spring, has been 3 
or 4 days, and it has been 3 days since Philadelphia (2010); however, there are usually some pre-conference workshops 
that usually require pre-registration as well. 
 
The Lifesavers Conference Host Cities (1982 - 2019) 

City # 

Chicago 4 

Denver, Orlando, San Diego 3 

Charlotte, Nashville, San Antonio, Washington, D.C. 2 

Albuquerque, Atlanta, Austin, Boston, Charles, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Detroit, Indianapolis, Lake Buena Vista, Long 
Beach, Louisville, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Portland, Seattle 1 

 
The Lifesavers Conference Host States (1982 - 2019) 

State # 

California, Florida, Illinois 4 

Colorado, North Carolina, Texas 3 

District of Columbia, Ohio, Tennessee 2 

Arizona, Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Mexico, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Washington 1 

 

https://kyconvention.com/
https://4.bp.blogspot.com/-NuIfR7TsOis/XMCnk7kMYgI/AAAAAAAD4iY/NEKSl8WYpWMD6Fqe1_dtS60QgXkis9nfACLcBGAs/s1600/IMG_2402.heic


 

Host States of the Lifesavers Conference (1982 - 2019) 
 
The Lifesavers Conference Months (1982 - 2019) 

Month % 

March or April 80.95% 

June 9.52% 

May 7.14% 

December 2.38% 

Experience 

The speakers were selected wisely and the messages were clear, inspiring, and heartening: “Bad guys drive cars, too!” 
(Chief Steven Casstevens, First Vice President, International Association of Chiefs of Police, Buffalo Grove, IL), “We will be 
the change!” (Melissa Wandall, President, National Coalition for Safer Roads & Founder, The Mark Wandall Foundation; 
she lost her husband in a fatal crash at an intersection with a red-light runner, she was nine months pregnant at the time 
of crash), and “We should find the messages that work! We care about all modes of transportation: drivers, pedestrians, 
bicyclists and, more!” (Heidi K. King, Deputy Administrator, NHTSA). The US Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao 
also delivered a thoughtful speech (remarks): “There is no higher calling and greater mission than saving lives and 
preventing injuries... Research is also ongoing to better understand the relationship between roadway design, traffic 
volumes, speed and crash outcomes. The Department is also focused on improving pedestrian and bicyclist safety 
through infrastructure design... As Secretary of Transportation, safety is my top priority.  And I want to thank you for 
what you do.  Together, we will advance the mission of making our nation’s roads and highways safer, for everyone.” 
There were many workshop sessions, poster presentations, and networking opportunities. 

https://www.theiacp.org/sites/default/files/2018-10/Chief%20Steven%20Casstevens%20-%20Bio.pdf
https://www.melissawandalladvocate.com/about/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/nhtsa-leadership/deputy-administrator-heidi-king
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elaine_Chao
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/lifesavers-national-conference


 

Again, it was amazing to see the welcome message at the airport! 

 

 

Clockwise from top left: Melissa Wandall, Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao, Jason L. Yeager 
(Walking Tour of Louisville), Exhibition Hall, and one of Workshop Sessions 

 

https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-bpc2un0-ziw/XMCoUxa9qnI/AAAAAAAD4i8/sC0-kWem4hYE8T5J5AYVx4ecNyxMHDcYACEwYBhgL/s1600/IMG_2390.HEIC
https://2.bp.blogspot.com/-CaBcxmtlBig/XMCoBhEcRyI/AAAAAAAD4i4/0k6FVFNLcV4IWPHWX6q3c1rl6JjTtEkpgCEwYBhgL/s1600/LS2019.jpg


Traffic Safety Scholarship 

This was great opportunity and experience and I am thankful to their generosity to offer $1,000 to help cover the expenses 
of attending the conference. I was a returning scholar among 14 other scholars who have been scholars at least in one of 
past conferences. Last year, I was the second ever scholar from Morgan State University (MSU) after Allison Powell from 
Public Health, Policy & Management, who attended the conference in 2017 but this year, there were three other fellow 
scholars from MSU: Samira Ahangari, Istiak A Bhuyan, and Amirreza Nickkar all from Department of Transportation and 
Urban Infrastructure Studies (TUIS). I highly recommend that students at MSU apply for this scholarship for the following 
years: 

• 2020: Tampa, FL (April 5 - 7) 
• 2021: Long Beach, CA (March 31 - April 2) 
• 2022: Chicago, IL (March 13 - 15) 
• 2023: Seattle, WA (April 2 - 4) 

Requirements: 

• JPEG of your current student I.D. 
• Your faculty advisor’s name, title and contact information 
• 500- to 1,000-word original essay addressing the question asked on the 

application. 

It is open to non-US citizens as well. Applicants are highly encouraged to submit a poster, too. Please note that you only 
need to submit an abstract and clear wording is very important -- avoid technical language!  

 
 

 

2019 Traffic Safety Scholars 

https://www.morgan.edu/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Samira_Ahangari
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Istiak_Bhuyan
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Amirreza_Nickkar
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/transportation
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/transportation
https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-yi9meCRMBv8/XMCn-UqZbFI/AAAAAAAD4i0/AVFOPmEK1twNYpvEuGJsB6rXbUfcVWxIACEwYBhgL/s1600/TSS%2BGroup%2BPicture.jpg


 

Our Poster: Developing an Optimal Traffic Signal Control Algorithm with Pedestrian Priority at Signalized 
Intersections Under Connected Vehicles Environment  

 

Clockwise from top left: Traffic Safety Scholars from MSU, Public Service Awards Luncheon, Amazing 
Churchill Downs & The Kentucky Derby Museum Event, and photo with dear Mary Lofgren on the last day 

of the conference 
  
 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332259242_Developing_an_Optimal_Traffic_Signal_Control_Algorithm_with_Pedestrian_Priority_at_Signalized_Intersections_Under_Connected_Vehicles_Environment
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332259242_Developing_an_Optimal_Traffic_Signal_Control_Algorithm_with_Pedestrian_Priority_at_Signalized_Intersections_Under_Connected_Vehicles_Environment
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-Tb5QWT2G_N4/XMCn3a0wYEI/AAAAAAAD4iw/PAH2tvnjlhUwSuH0nz2-MWjvFRWXAS4LACEwYBhgL/s1600/IMG_20190331_103319.jpg
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-FdMFxs3QSdo/XMCoDCJ15pI/AAAAAAAD4i4/YX0U9IftnKEI6Nfnt_qa5YyduR_6kIe5QCEwYBhgL/s1600/LS2019-2.jpg


Peter Kornyoh, Lawrence 
Technological University, Civil 
Engineering 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/upda 
te/urn:li:activity:6522222208620777472 
 
https://www.facebook.com/peter. 
kornyoh/posts/2179264748834932? 
notif_id=1555017607502648&notif_ 
t=feedback_reaction_generic  

 
 
 
 
Qing Chang, Auburn University, Civil 
Engineering 
 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid 
=805134673183656&id=100010613912629 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/peter.%20kornyoh/posts/2179264748834932?%20notif_id=1555017607502648&notif_%20t=feedback_reaction_generic
https://www.facebook.com/peter.%20kornyoh/posts/2179264748834932?%20notif_id=1555017607502648&notif_%20t=feedback_reaction_generic
https://www.facebook.com/peter.%20kornyoh/posts/2179264748834932?%20notif_id=1555017607502648&notif_%20t=feedback_reaction_generic
https://www.facebook.com/peter.%20kornyoh/posts/2179264748834932?%20notif_id=1555017607502648&notif_%20t=feedback_reaction_generic


Amin Mohamadi, University of 
Tennessee, PhD Civil & Environmental 
Engineering 

 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/ 
update/urn:li:activity:6527193258303508480 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Zhihua Zhang, University of Tennessee, Civil & Environmental Engineering 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6527379534474461184/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



https://www.facebook.com/BigOrangeITE/posts/3203470396345435?__tn__=K-R  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/BigOrangeITE/posts/3203470396345435?__tn__=K-R


 
Mojdeh Azad, 
University of 
Tennessee, Civil & 
Environmental 
Engineering 
 
https://mazadd. 
weebly.com/ 
blog/lifesavers-2019    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sommer Wilmeth, Minnesota State 
University, Psychology 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Rebecca Liller, University of South Florida, 
Public Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jacob LaPrade, Stonehill College, Finance 
 
One month ago, I was fortunate enough to attend my second Lifesavers Conference, the National Conference on 
Highway Safety Priorities in Louisville, Kentucky. I was selected as a Lifesavers Traffic Safety Scholar, for my second year, 
in which I was given a stipend to defray the costs of attending the conference. This is an honor that is given to current 
students who show a passion for traffic safety. While at this conference I was fortunate to meet many traffic safety 
professionals and learn about the work that they are currently performing, as well as catching up with friends that I have 
met at the past conferences. 
 
While at the conference I was able to attend workshops about current initiatives and progress on the topics of distracted 
driving, impaired driving, and infrastructure improvements. While there have been great strides in recent years to 
prevent traffic fatalities, myself, with many other professionals, will continue our advocacy until there are zero traffic 
fatalities. Also, while I was Louisville I was able to walk around the city and visit the Louisville Slugger Factory, and I was 
able to visit Churchill Downs with many others at the conference, where we were treated to dinner and we were able to 
get a tour of the historic track. 
 
The Lifesavers Conference is truly inspirationally, and I encourage those who have been affected by or have a passion for 
traffic safety to learn more about, and potentially attend next year’s conference in Tampa Bay. 
Learn more at: https://lifesaversconference.org 
 

 
 
 

https://lifesaversconference.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Istiak Bhuyan, Morgan State University, Transportation & Urban Infrastructure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LinkedIn Post 
Traffic safety is one of the most prominent issues of recent times. For the year 2017, there were 550 fatalities in the 
state of Maryland while it was 37,133 nationally. The rate of Fatalities of Maryland was 9.09 while it was 11.40 for the 
U.S. per 100,000 Population. At present we live in a car-centric society and unlike Europe, most of the U.S. cities and 
communities are designed to favor motor vehicles. Here, in the U.S. driving is more necessity than a luxury. It is an 
indispensable part of day-to-day living for most people, and yet this ordinary means of getting from one place to 
another can be very tragic. With so many people of all ages on the road, practicing traffic safety is a duty. I was honored 
to be the recipient of “National Traffic Safety Scholar – 2019” award after a competitive selection process to attend the 
37th annual Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities March 31-April 2 in Louisville, Kentucky. The 
Lifesavers Conference is the largest gathering of highway safety professionals in the United States, bringing together a 
unique combination of public health and safety professionals, researchers, advocates, practitioners and students 
committed to sharing best practices, research, and policy initiatives that are proven to work. 

During the conference, the scholars participated in three plenary sessions and 84 workshops featuring leading experts in 
the fields of distracted and impaired driving and walking; child passenger, pedestrian, bicycle, motorcycle, teen and 

https://lifesaversconference.org/


older driver safety; adult occupant protection; vehicle technology; law enforcement and criminal justice; commercial 
motor vehicles; and roadway design. And the highlight of the conference was to get to hear from the motivational 
speakers like Melissa Wandall, (President, National Coalition for Safer Roads & Founder, The Mark Wandall Foundation), 
Heidi K. King (Deputy Administrator, NHTSA). And finally get to hear from the US Secretary of Transportation, Elaine L. 
Chao. Secretary Chao emphasizes on traffic safety being her top priority,  ……. “there is no higher calling and greater 
mission than saving lives and preventing injuries... Research is also ongoing to better understand the relationship 
between roadway design, traffic volumes, speed, and crash outcomes” 

This was a great opportunity and the experience was possible for the Traffic Safety Scholarship (TSS) program which 
provides aid to cover the expenses of attending the conference. This was my first year to be the recipient of the award 
and I was fortunate to be accompanied with three of my fellow scholars from Morgan State University: Dr. Seyedehsan 
Dadvar,  Amirreza Nickkar, and Samira Ahangari from the Department of Transportation and Urban Infrastructure 
Studies (TUIS). In addition to pursuing my doctorate, I serve as a research assistant working alongside Dr. Celeste Chavis 
at Morgan on her research with the Urban Equity and Mobility Center and at the University’s National Transportation 
Center. My recent research article address the Equity Gap in Baltimore Bike Share system. 

Traffic safety is a multi-dimensional threat. It also requires robust researches on various aspects of it and the policy level 
recommendations. In simple term, most of the causes of traffic incidents can be linked to human error. So, educating all 
stakeholders and users of the roads should be given utmost priority. Being on the road either as driver or pedestrian 
should not lead to unaccepted death. The researchers are already proposing not to use the word “Accident” rather use 
“Incident” as accidents can happen randomly, but incidents can be preventable by taking necessary measures. I strongly 
believe that The Lifesavers conference is a great place to start, it showcases the latest research, evidence-based 
strategies, proven countermeasures, and promising new approaches for addressing the nation’s most pressing traffic 
safety problems. Finally, I would like to thank Pam Fisher and Mary Lofgren for their awesome organizing skill and 
running the conference so smoothly.  

#Lifesavers2019 #trafficsafety #TSS #bikeequity 

https://news.morgan.edu/morgan-
doctoral-student-named-2019-national-
traffic-safety-scholar/   
 
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/ 
national-traffic-safety-scholar-2019-
istiak-bhuyan/  
 
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/ 
photos/a.1605709866313708/2278 
899772328044/?type=3&theater  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.themarkwandallfoundation.org/
https://www.nhtsa.gov/
https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/transportation
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/transportation
http://file/C:/Users/ibhuy/Desktop/celestechavis.com
https://news.morgan.edu/u-s-dot-awards-1-4-million-grant-to-morgan-state-university-led-transportation-consortium/
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/ntc
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/ntc
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/332386282_GIS-Based_Equity_Gap_Analysis_Case_Study_of_Baltimore_Bike_Share_Program
https://news.morgan.edu/morgan-doctoral-student-named-2019-national-traffic-safety-scholar/
https://news.morgan.edu/morgan-doctoral-student-named-2019-national-traffic-safety-scholar/
https://news.morgan.edu/morgan-doctoral-student-named-2019-national-traffic-safety-scholar/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/%20national-traffic-safety-scholar-2019-istiak-bhuyan/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/%20national-traffic-safety-scholar-2019-istiak-bhuyan/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/%20national-traffic-safety-scholar-2019-istiak-bhuyan/
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/%20photos/a.1605709866313708/2278%20899772328044/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/%20photos/a.1605709866313708/2278%20899772328044/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/morganntc/%20photos/a.1605709866313708/2278%20899772328044/?type=3&theater


Farah Al-Mahameed, 
University of Wisconsin, 
PhD Civil & Environmental 
Engineering 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/ 
feed/update/urn:li:activity: 
6529181209644322816 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mojdeh Azad, Numan Ahmad, Amin Mohamadi Hezaveh, Nitesh Shah & Zhihua Zhang, 

University of Tennessee, Civil & 
Environmental Engineering 

Civil and Environmental Engineering graduate 
students Numan Ahmad, Mojdeh Azad, Amin 
Mohamadi Hezaveh, Nitesh Shah, and Zhihua 
Zhang were named 2019 Traffic Safety Scholars 
(TSS) and received a $1,000 scholarship award 
at the 37th annual National Lifesavers 
Conference on Highway Safety Priorities, held 
in Louisville, Kentucky, from March 30 to April 
2. The students were five among 50 to be 
selected through a competitive essay 
application process where they explained how 
their study could help countries move closer to 
achieving the goal of zero fatalities on 
roadways. 

https://www.linkedin.com/%20feed/update/urn:li:activity:%206529181209644322816
https://www.linkedin.com/%20feed/update/urn:li:activity:%206529181209644322816
https://www.linkedin.com/%20feed/update/urn:li:activity:%206529181209644322816
https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/


Zhang said that the Lifesavers Conference is important because it brings together highway safety professionals as well as 
professionals from fields like engineering, public health, law enforcement, and education, all with the goal of improving 
traffic safety. 

Shah added that it was motivating to know that road safety matters to a diverse group of professionals who consider it a 
serious and multifaceted problem. “There have been initiatives to reduce crashes and fatalities in the roadway, but we 
have learned from past experience that there is no simple approach,” he said. 

All five Scholars from UT and their fellow Traffic Safety Scholars were honored at a pre-conference reception where they 
met with fellow scholars, Lifesavers Conference Planning Committee members, and traffic safety professionals 
representing government, NGOs, and the private sector. The keynote address was given by Elaine L. Chao, US Secretary 
of Transportation, during the opening plenary. 

During the conference, the scholars had the opportunity to participate in more than 80 workshops on Adult Occupant 
Protection/Vehicle Technology, Aging Drivers, Communications, Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement, Distracted Driving, 
Evolving Safety Priorities & Solutions, Impaired Driving, Occupant Protection for Children, Pedestrian/Bicyclist Safety, 
and Teen Traffic Safety. 

“I was so honored to be selected to participate in this conference, said Azad. She said she appreciated the chance to 
present her study on the safety of Vulnerable Road Users along with other students who work on different safety-
related topics. 

“I believe occasions such as Lifesavers National conferences are an excellent opportunity for students to extend their 
networks,” said Hezaveh. “More importantly, being a recipient of the Traffic Safety Scholars encourages students to 
pursue their research and learn about the application of road safety research in real life problems.” 

https://cee.utk.edu/five-students-receive-traffic-safety-scholarships/ 
 
 
Henrick Haule, Florida International University, Civil & Environmental Engineering   
 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
henrick.haule/posts/21960382 
03815646 
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Anjali Misra, University 
College Cork, Public 
Health 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/ 
update/urn:li:activity:65284898 
51333943296  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mohammed Almannaa, Virginia Tech, PhD 
Civil & Environmental Engineering 
 
http://blogs.lt.vt.edu/malmannaa/2019/04/28/pleased-
to-be-named-a-2019-traffic-safety-scholar/   
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/%20update/urn:li:activity:65284898%2051333943296
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/%20update/urn:li:activity:65284898%2051333943296
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http://blogs.lt.vt.edu/malmannaa/2019/04/28/pleased-to-be-named-a-2019-traffic-safety-scholar/
http://blogs.lt.vt.edu/malmannaa/2019/04/28/pleased-to-be-named-a-2019-traffic-safety-scholar/


 
Nitesh Raj Shah, University of 
Tenneessee, Transportation 
Engineering 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/ 
urn:li:activity:6528050375134638080  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Numan Ahmad, University of 
Tennessee, Civil & Environmental 
Engineering 

https://www.facebook.com/BigOrangeITE/photos/a.538816379477530/3203465413012600/?type=3&theater  
 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/%20urn:li:activity:6528050375134638080
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Sajidur Rahman Nafis, Florida International University, Civil & 
Environmental Engineering 
 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sajidur-rahman-nafis-943413111/detail/recent-activity/ 
 
It was a great pleasure for me to join the Lifesavers Conference 2019. I was 
awarded a scholarship and was honored as a Traffic Safety Scholar (TSS) in 

the 38th Annual National 
Lifesavers Conference on 
Highway Safety Priorities from 
March 31 to April 2, 2019, in 
Louisville, Kentucky. I was one of 
the blessed people who got the 
scholarship and had the chance 
to attend various plenary sessions and workshops with 
interesting information. The conference showcased 
outstanding work of experts in making our roadways 
safer. I am thankful to the organizers and sponsors for 
this opportunity and would love to be a part of the next 
National Lifesavers Conference in Tampa Florida. I 
suggest other students to join next year too to 

experience this wonderful conference.  
#Lifesavers2019 

 
 
 
Hisham Jashami, 
Oregon State 
University, PhD 
Engineering 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/sajidur-rahman-nafis-943413111/detail/recent-activity/


 

 



 
Andres Rios, Universidad del Valle, Epidemiology  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJnJWHVWCu8 
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Civil and Environmental Engineering graduate students Numan Ahmad, Mojdeh Azad, Amin Mohamadi Hezaveh, 
Nitesh Shah, and Zhihua Zhang were named 2019 Traffic Safety Scholars (TSS) and received a $1,000 scholarship award 
at the 37th annual National Lifesavers Conference on Highway Safety Priorities, held in Louisville, Kentucky, from March 
30 to April 2. The students were five among 50 to be selected through a competitive essay application process where 
they explained how their study could help countries move closer to achieving the goal of zero fatalities on roadways. 
 
Zhang said that the Lifesavers Conference is important because it brings together highway safety professionals as well as 
professionals from fields like engineering, public health, law enforcement, and education, all with the goal of improving 
traffic safety. 
 
Shah added that it was motivating to know that road safety matters to a diverse group of professionals who consider it a 
serious and multifaceted problem. “There have been initiatives to reduce crashes and fatalities in the roadway, but we 
have learned from past experience that there is no simple approach,” he said. 
 
All five Scholars from UT and their fellow Traffic Safety Scholars were honored at a pre-conference reception where they 
met with fellow scholars, Lifesavers Conference Planning Committee members, and traffic safety professionals 
representing government, NGOs, and the private sector. The keynote address was given by Elaine L. Chao, US Secretary 
of Transportation, during the opening plenary. 
 
During the conference, the scholars had the opportunity to participate in more than 80 workshops on Adult Occupant 
Protection/Vehicle Technology, Aging Drivers, Communications, Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement, Distracted Driving, 
Evolving Safety Priorities & Solutions, Impaired Driving, Occupant Protection for Children, Pedestrian/Bicyclist Safety, 
and Teen Traffic Safety. 
 

https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/meet-secretary/secretary-elaine-l-chao


“I was so honored to be selected to participate in this conference, said Azad. She said she appreciated the chance to 
present her study on the safety of Vulnerable Road Users along with other students who work on different safety-
related topics. 
 
“I believe occasions such as Lifesavers National conferences are an excellent opportunity for students to extend their 
networks,” said Hezaveh. “More importantly, being a recipient of the Traffic Safety Scholars encourages students to 
pursue their research and learn about the application of road safety research in real life problems.” 
 
https://cee.utk.edu/five-students-receive-traffic-safety-scholarships/ 
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