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Jeff Rollman, Johns 
Hopkins University – 
Bloomberg School of 
Public Health 
M.A., Public Health 
(Facebook) 
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Li Li, Ohio State University, 
Epidemiology (Facebook) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Huiyuan Liu, University of 
Nebraska – Lincoln, PhD Civil 
Engineering (Twitter)  



3 
 

 
 
Dan Xu, Auburn University, Civil 
Engineering (Facebook) 
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Neha Trivedi, Univ. 
of Maryland School 
of Public Health, 
PhD. Behavioral & 
Community Health 
(LinkedIn & 
Instagram) 
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Masoud Ghodrat Abadi, Oregon State University, Civil and 
Construction Engineering (College e-Newsletter & Facebook) 
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Abolfazl 
Karimpour, 
University of 
Arizona, Civil 
Engineering & 
Mechanics 
(LinkedIn) 
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Kenneth Byrd, University of 
Oklahoma, MS Criminal Justice; 
Chesapeake (VA) Police Officer 
(Facebook) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sina Arefizadeh, Texas A&M 
University, Civil Engineering 
(Facebook)  
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Katherine (Katy) Turner, University of Houston, Organizational Leadership & 
Supervision (Facebook) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jeff Edmonson, University of Alabama, Civil & Environmental Engineering 
(reddit, Ethical Driving) 
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Chennan Xue, Auburn 
University, Civil Engineering – 
Transportation (Facebook, 
Twitter & LinkedIn) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Fangda Zhang, University of 
Massachusetts Amherst, 
Mechnical & Industrial 
Engineering (Facebook) 
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George Elias Bou Saab, Iowa 
State University; Civil, 
Construction & 
Environmental Engineering 
(Facebook) 
 
 
 
 
 
  



11 
 

 
Tara Helm, University of 
Minnesota-Twin Cities, 
MPH Community Health 
Promotion (Facebook) 
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Enid Colon Torres, University 
of Puerto Rico, Civil 
Engineering & 
Surveying/Transportation 
(Facebook) 
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Lauren Hunt, University of South Carolina, Health Promotion Education & 
Behavior (LinkedIn) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

2018 Lifesavers Conference 
Published on May 1, 2018  
 
Lauren Hunt  
Graduate Teaching Assistant at University of South Carolina  

I had a great time last week networking and learning in San Antonio during the 
Lifesavers National Conference on Highway Safety Priorities. I was selected as 
a Traffic Safety Scholar where I had the opportunity to attend the conference 
and learn from a host of professionals working on a topic that I am passionate 
about... roadway safety. According to NHTSA, over 37,000 lost their lives due 
to automobile crashes in 2016, making this a definite a public health problem.  

As the Lifesavers Conference is the largest gathering of highway safety professionals in the 
United States, this is an integral place to unite various people in one location, so we can learn 
from each other in a central setting. As a member of the public health community, I always 
enjoy interacting with these people from a variety of disciplines as we work on the joint task of 
making our roads safer for all users. I encourage anyone interested in highway safety to plan on 
attending next year in Louisville! I would also love to talk with any interested students about 
the process of becoming a traffic safety scholar and the awesome opportunities the position 
allots for. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/laurenhunt/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laurenhunt/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laurenhunt/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laurenhunt/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/laurenhunt/
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Seyedehsan Dadvar, 
Morgan State University, 
Transportation & Urban 
Studies  
(Personal Website, 
www.ehsandadvar.com  
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The event was bigger than what I had expected (about 2,300 participants) and I regret that I did not apply 
and attend in previous years. I will encourage other students to apply and attend in the future. 
There were many sessions (some concurrent) so I made a list prior to the event using the conference app 
(available on Google Play and iTunes). Due to my current project on pedestrian and bicycle safety in 
Washington, DC, I attended some “Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety” sessions such as “Putting  
Data to work solving community bike & pedestrian safety problems” and “Building support for bicyclist & 
pedestrian safety.” I also had the chance to attend some sessions that are not usually common at 
engineering-themed events such as “DDACTS: A business model that works to reduce crashes & social 
harm” and “a public health approach to reducing unsafe roadway user behaviors.” 
There were many workshops, 38 posters, and a large exhibit hall to showcase many exhibitors. The 
conference mainly covered the following topics: 

• Adult Occupant Protection/Vehicle Technology 
• Aging Drivers 
• Communications 
• Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement 
• Distracted Driving 
• Evolving Safety Priorities and Solutions 
• Impaired Driving 
• Motorcycle Safety 
• Occupant Protection for Children 
• Pedestrian/Bicycle Safety 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.coreapps.android.followme.lifesavers&hl=en_US
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/lifesavers-conferences/id956270398?mt=8
https://www.researchgate.net/project/Analysis-of-Bicycle-and-Pedestrian-Crash-Causes-and-Interventions
https://www.researchgate.net/project/Analysis-of-Bicycle-and-Pedestrian-Crash-Causes-and-Interventions
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• Teen Traffic Safety 
There were some heartbreaking moments during the 
conference, such as when Mr. Leland Jacobson cried while 
talking about how his beloved 7-month-old son Luke died in a 
hot car back in May 2012. Mr. Jacobson is a parent advocate 
now. During the “Public Service Awards Luncheon,” some of 
the awardees were relatives of victims of impaired-driving 
(George and Marilyn Murphy) or distracted-driving (Gina 
Bagnariol-Benavides, Lavera Wade, and Tina Meyer).  
 
Some poster presenters (among traffic safety scholars) 
complained that because of their location in the exhibition 
hall their poster did not receive sufficient audience. I 
recommended using screens instead of traditional printed 
posters; however, my recommendation was almost rejected! 
Nowadays, screens are getting narrower and cheaper, so a simple way is using a screen to showcase the 
exact poster file instead of printing it and carrying it and most likely never using it again. Presenters can 
pay a rental fee (less than printing cost). I have had about 10 posters in different events that, except for 
two, I never used again. Some fellow traffic safety scholars said universities usually pay for posters, but 
please do not get me wrong; I have also never paid out of my pocket for my past posters, but from a 
sustainable point of view, the money spent could be used in a more efficient and productive way. The 
screens allow presenters to go beyond just showing a static file; the media can be dynamic and include 
audio, video and other features that can be attractive to the conference audience made up of 

practitioners. Ms. Pam 
Fischer (member of 
planning committee of 
Lifesavers conference) 
mentioned “sexy” stuff 
sell better, and I think 
screens are sexier than 
traditional posters! The 
convention centers 
usually have this kind of 
equipment. I also 
recommended the 
conference 
program/website 
includes a compendium 
of research papers (or 
just the posters) in 
addition to the abstracts 
of the posters for future 
referencing. This 
recommendation was 
also rejected because it 
seemed to be too 

http://abc13.com/news/trying-to-save-children-from-hot-car-deaths/734885/
http://www.sj-r.com/article/20150620/OPINION/150629969
http://q13fox.com/2017/04/20/it-will-be-a-cultural-shift-sister-of-distracted-driving-victim-applauds-new-legislation/
http://q13fox.com/2017/04/20/it-will-be-a-cultural-shift-sister-of-distracted-driving-victim-applauds-new-legislation/
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/mar/07/spokane-valley-grandmother-pushes-for-tougher-wash/#/0
http://komonews.com/news/local/flagger-dies-5-months-after-being-hit-by-distracted-driver
https://pamfischerconsulting.com/
https://pamfischerconsulting.com/
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technical for the conference audience (practitioners). 
 
Traffic Safety Scholarship 
This was great opportunity and experience and I am thankful to their generosity to offer $1,000 helping 
to cover the expenses of attending the conference. I highly recommend that fellow Morgan State 
University (MSU) students apply for this scholarship for the following years: 

• 2019: Louisville, KY (March 31 - April 2) 
• 2020: Tampa, FL (April 5 - 7) 
• 2021: Long Beach, CA (March 31 - April 2) 
• 2022: Chicago, IL (March 13 - 15) 

To the best of my knowledge, the only past TSS from MSU was Allison Powell from Public Health, Policy & 
Management, who attended the conference in Charlotte, North Carolina last year (2017). We have a 
Department of Transportation & Urban Infrastructure Studies (TUIS) so there should be more scholars 
from MSU! C’mon, Bears! 
Application requirements: 

• JPEG of your current student I.D. 
• Your faculty advisor’s name, title and contact information 

• 500- to 1,000-
word original 
essay addressing 
the question 
asked on the 
application. 
It is open to full- 
or part-time 

undergraduate 
or graduate 
students and 
non-US citizens 
can apply as well. 
Applicants are 

highly 
encouraged to 
submit a poster, 
too. Please note 
that you only 
need to submit 
an abstract and 
clear wording is 
very important -- 
avoid technical 
language!  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.morgan.edu/
https://www.morgan.edu/
https://www.morgan.edu/soe/transportation
https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/
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San Antonio 
The City of San Antonio is large, beautiful, colorful, and welcoming. The Lifesavers conference was within 
the Fiesta event; thus, the conference logo shared the colorful theme of the Fiesta. There are many 
historical attractions in the city and I was able to visit some of them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiesta_San_Antonio
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Raymond Gerte, 
University of 
Connecticut, Civil & 
Environmental 
Engineering 
(Facebook) 
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Md Atiquzzaman, 
Auburn University, 
PhD. Civil 
Engineering 
(LinkedIn) 
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Anniku Sidhu, North Dakota 
State University, Health 
Communications (Facebook & 
LinkedIn) 
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Trevor Wrobleski, 
Johns Hopkins 
University, Master 
Public Health & 
Behavior 
Neuroscience 
(Facebook) 
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Sommer Wilmeth, 
Minnesota State University 
– Moorehead, Art 
Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Bryan Delaney, Ithaca College, 
Strategic Communications 
(Facebook) 
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Sogand Karbalaieali, Louisiana State University, Driving Behavior & Education 
(Personal Website) 
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Addison Dlott, Ithaca 
College, Documentary 
Studies & Production 
(Medium blog)  
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Jacob LaPrade, Stonehill 
College (Mass.), Business 
Administration-Finance 
(Facebook) 
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Jin Wang, Auburn University, 
PhD Civil Engineering 
(Facebook)  
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Ashirwad Barnwal, 
Iowa State 
University, MS 
Civil, Construction 
& Environmental 
Engineering 
(LinkedIn) 
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    Nathaniel Moxley-Kelly, McGill University, Psychiatry (Facebook) 
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Fnu Sirajum “Silvy” Munira, Texas A&M University, Transportation Engineering 
(Facebook) 
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Victor Puac-Polanco, Columbia University, PhD Epidemiology (personal blog 
promoted via Twitter) 

 

En abril del 2018 fui honrado con una beca para asistir a la conferencia “Lifesavers” en San 
Antonio, Tejas. Lifesavers es la conferencia 
nacional en seguridad vial de mayor 
importancia  y que reúne a más de dos mil 
expertos y profesionales de los Estados Unidos 
para compartir ideas, recomendaciones, y 
soluciones en cómo prevenir choques y salvar 
vidas. 

Mi actual área de investigación se enfoca en 
conducción bajo efectos del alcohol, que es una 
de las 11 áreas de enfoque de la conferencia. Mi 
motivación para asistir a la conferencia fue el 
poder compartir y recibir sugerencias a mi 
propuesta de disertación en leyes en precios de 
alcohol y la prevención de choques vehiculares. 
Así mismo, quería escuchar a profesionales que 
implementan medidas de controles de sobriedad 
sobre cuales son las necesidades en investigación 
más relevantes y significativas. 
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El programa de becarios en 
seguridad vial o “Traffic Safety 
Scholars, TSS” me brindo esta 
oportunidad. Los becarios TSS 
asisten a reuniones privadas con 
líderes en entidades del gobierno 
e instituciones no 
gubernamentales que trabajan en 
seguridad vial. Durante estas 
reuniones, pude compartir la 
dirección de mi proyecto de 
investigación y obtuve 
comentarios positivos sobre 
cómo mejorar el contenido. 
Específicamente, sobre cómo 

integrar a mis modelos analíticos el componente de aplicación de las leyes que regulan el precio 
de alcohol en cada estado. Además, pude interactuar con potenciales empleadores en diferentes 
instituciones que tomaron interés en mi área de trabajo. 

El haber asistido a Lifesavers como un becario del programa TSS fue una gran oportunidad 
profesional y recomiendo a estudiantes cuyas áreas de trabajo estén relacionadas a la seguridad 
vial, aplicar al programa TSS para Lifesavers 2019. Para más detalles del programa, pueden 
visitar https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/ 

 
Jacob Smith, Johnson & 
Wales University, Business 
Administration (Facebook) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://lifesaversconference.org/traffic-safety-scholars/


34 
 

Jiayun Shen, Rowan 
University, Civil & 
Environmental 
Engineering (Facebook) 
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Rania Mansour, University of Pennsylvania, MA Public Health (CHOP Website & 
LinkedIn) 
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Alexandra Boggs, University of Tennessee, Civil & Transportation Engineering 
(University News Release) 



37 
 

Meng Zhang & Alexandra Boggs, Civil & Environmental Engineering, University 
of Tennessee (University website) 

 
 

UTK CEE Students Named 
2018 Lifesavers Traffic Safety 
Scholars 

 
 Awards, Conferences and Symposiums life savers conference, Transportation Engineering  

 

The University of Tennessee Knoxville graduate students Alexandra “Ali” Boggs and Meng Zhang 
were named 2018 Traffic Safety Scholars (TSS) and received an award of a $1,000 scholarship at 
the 36th annual National Lifesavers Conference on Highway Safety Priorities, held in San Antonio, 
Texas, from April 20-24. Boggs is pursuing the doctoral degree and Zhang got the doctoral degree in 
Civil and Environmental Engineering. They are selected through writing competitive essay which 
address the problem of roadway crashes. 

“As a second-year TSS, I was able to expand my knowledge on innovative methods to combat 
transportation safety-related issues,” Boggs said. She went on to say that the keynote speaker, 
Deborah Hersman of the National Safety Council, gave a powerful and moving presentation to the 
attendees of enforcers, researchers, and students that illustrated that our work to reduce the number 
of fatalities and injuries truly matters. It was an honor to present my research on the shortage of 
truck parking and its related safety implications to the attendees of the Lifesavers Conference. 

  

“It was a wonderful experience being involved in the Lifesavers conference” said Zhang. “The 
Lifesavers conference provided a good opportunity for me to communicate with professionals in 
transportation field, especially from the practical aspect.” She said, “The human error, as a key 
contributing factor to roadway safety, can be reduced through the proper applications, including 
advanced technologies, education, and law enforcement.” 

This was the third year of the Traffic Safety Scholars program, which provides college students 
pursuing undergraduate and graduate degrees the opportunity to attend the Lifesavers Conference, 

https://cee.utk.edu/category/awards/
https://cee.utk.edu/category/conferences-and-symposiums/
https://cee.utk.edu/tag/life-savers-conference/
https://cee.utk.edu/tag/transportation-engineering/
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the largest gathering of traffic safety professionals in the U.S. The goal of the TSS program is to 
showcase the diversity of opportunities in traffic safety and encourage students, regardless of 
discipline, to pursue a career in a dynamic field that draws from a variety disciplines from 
engineering, education and enforcement to communications, business, marketing, medicine, public 
health, political science, counseling, and more. 

Boggs, Zhang and their fellow Traffic Safety Scholars were honored at a pre-conference reception 
on April 21 in San Antonio where they were welcomed by Terry Pence, Traffic Safety Director for the 
Texas Department of Transportation; Erin Sauber-Schatz, Leader of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s Transportation Safety Team; and John Ulczycki, Vice President of 
Legislative Affairs for LMG Holdings, Inc. and Chairman of the Lifesavers Board of Directors. The 
Scholars had the opportunity to participate in three plenary sessions and more than 80 workshops 
featuring leading experts in the field of distracted and impaired driving and walking; child passenger, 
pedestrian, bicycle, motorcycle, teen, and older driver safety; adult occupant protection; vehicle 
technology; law enforcement; commercial vehicles; roadway design; and more. 

To learn more about the Lifesavers Conference and the TSS program, visit 
https://lifesaversconference.org/ 

 
Angela Kitali, Florida International University, Civil & Environmental Engineering 
(personal website) 

https://lifesaversconference.org/


39 
 

Zhi Chen, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Civil & Environmental Engineering 
(Facebook) 
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Nikhil Ramadhandran, University of Connecticut, Civil Engineering (Facebook) 
 



41 
 

Deja Jackson, University of Florida, Civil & Coastal Engineering (UFTI website) 
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Sneha Roy, University of Kentucky, PhD 
Civil Engineering (Facebook & Twitter) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Saleh Mousa, Louisiana 
State University, Civil & 
Environmental 
Engineering (Facebook & 
School newsletter 
pending) 
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Sogand Karabalaieali & Saleh 
Mousa, Louisiana State University 
(Engineering Dept. E-newsletter) 
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