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Alcohol Education and 

Enforcement in Ames and 

Iowa State University 

Contact Information: 

Sergeant Mike Arkovich 

Ames Police Department 

Ames, Iowa 

markovich@cityofames.org 
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Population of Ames and  

Iowa State University 

• Ames – 63,000 

• Iowa State University students – 36,001 

• 30,034 undergraduates 

• Students from over 100 foreign countries 

• Student body increase from 26,160 in 2007 

• Greek Community – 4,200 students  

• 40 fraternity and sorority houses 
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How Do We Educate the Students 

on Safe Alcohol Consumption? 

• Alcohol talks at fraternities and 

sororities 

• Work with Iowa State University 

staff and faculty 

• Door to door education 

• Develop good relationships with 

students 
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Alcohol Talks 
• Work with the Greek Affairs office to promote alcohol talks at the 

beginning of each school year. 

• Meet with one or a few Greek chapters at a time 

• Talk about responsible partying 

• City ordinances – sound, nuisance party, keg registration and 

requirements 

• Possession of alcohol under age citations 

• Possession of fake ID’s 

• OWI’s 

• Hazing 

• Sexual assault 

• Fines, jail time, and life consequences 

• Talk about alcohol related deaths that occurred in Ames – usually 

about one every other year 

• Interactive and interesting  

• Use Fatal Vision goggles 
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Alcohol Talks 
• Teamed with ISU Student Health Center during presentations 

• Social norms of drinking, the criminal consequences and fines 

• Promotional items purchased with department and GTSB funds 
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Door to Door Education 

• VEISHEA 1922-2014 

• Drunken riots 

• Work with property managers and 

owners on nuisance party houses 

• Nuisance Party education 
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VEISHEA 
• Concentrated education and enforcement 

leading up to and around spring 

• Community Resource Officer works closely 

with the property managers 

• Safe Neighborhoods Team works with 

educating students on nuisance parties 

• Door-to-door education 
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Nuisance Party 
• Gathering of three or more people where one of the following occurs: 

• Public intoxication; unlawful consumption of beer, wine or alcoholic 

beverages in a public place; outdoor urination or defecation in a public 

place; the unlawful sale, furnishing, dispensing or consumption of 

beer, wine or alcoholic beverages; underage or unlawful possession 

of beer, wine, or alcoholic beverages; the unlawful deposit of litter or 

refuse; the damage or destruction of property without the consent of 

the property owner; unlawful pedestrian or vehicular traffic; standing 

or parking of vehicles that obstructs the free flow of traffic on the 

public streets and sidewalks or that impedes the ability to render 

emergency services; unlawfully loud noise; fighting; or, any other 

conduct or condition that threatens injury to persons or damage to 

property is hereby declared to be an unlawful public nuisance.  

• Fine of $100 first offense and $200 second offense 

• Landlord notified of violation 
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What Do Students Say About Our Alcohol 

Education Efforts? 

• Journalism class: 

• Presented Alcohol Talk for the last three 

semesters 

• Students research alcohol education for the entire 

semester 

• Complete several focus groups to obtain results 

• Looked at other programs at other colleges 

throughout the nation 
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What Do Students Say About Our Alcohol 

Education Efforts? 

• Students liked how we educated them on the monetary 

and legal consequences of binge and under age 

drinking. 

• Presented the information in a way that they could 

relate. 

• Hearing the alcohol death stories help drive the point. 

• Promotional items were useful and helped them see 

how alcohol can effect their body and were reminders 

about how to stay safe. 
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Alcohol Compliance Checks 

• Selling alcohol to underage people 

• Selling alcohol to intoxicated people 

• Providing alcohol to under to minors 

• Grants for paying officers, CI’s, and 

buy money 
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Alcohol Compliance Checks 

• Selling alcohol to minors 

• Grant money from Youth and Shelter 

Services 

• ISU or high school students to buy 

alcohol 

• Attempt to purchase alcohol from all 

alcohol license holders including 

restaurants  

• One check per quarter 
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Alcohol Compliance Checks 

• Selling alcohol to intoxicated people 

• Mainly check bars 

• Have the intoxicated person play up 

intoxication 

• Fall down when entering the bar, fall 

off bar stools, yell, talk about being 

drunk 
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Alcohol Compliance Checks 

• Send out letters to businesses 

notifying them of the check and if they 

passed or failed 

• Press release with names of 

businesses and employees who sold 

• Bars often give rewards to employees 

for passing compliance checks 

• Recheck businesses that sold 
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Alcohol Compliance Checks 

• Shoulder taps 

• Officers work in plain clothes and 

watch grocery stores and liquor 

stores 

• Fall and the spring 
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Compliance Checks  

Trial and Reports 
• Write detailed reports 

• Work with City and County Attorney 

• Work with Alcohol Beverage Division 

on administrative fines and license 

revocations on businesses that sell 
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How Do You Educate Bars? 

• Foster good working relationships 

with the bars 

• Hold quarterly bar meetings to go 

over problems and up coming 

changes 

• Host monthly ID Trainings for 

employees who sell alcohol 
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How Do You Educate Bars? 

• ID Trainings 

• One hour once a month 

• Educate on local ordinances 

• Over occupancy, minor on premise 

• Educate on signs of intoxication 

• Educate how to compare an ID to 

the person presenting ID 
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How Do You Educate Bars? 

• Consequences to employee and 

business 

• Selling to intoxicated people 

• Knowingly sell to underage people 

• Serving alcohol after hours 
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How Do You Educate Bars? 

• How to determine if an ID is fake  

• Keep up to date on new fake ID’s 

being used 

• Encourage purchase of ID Guide 

each year 
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How Do You Educate Bars? 

• Scanners are not a catch all 

• Some fake ID’s scan 

• Just because it scans does not 

mean the person presenting it is 

the person pictured in the ID 
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How Do You Educate Bars? 

• Look at facial features, eye color, 

distance between eyes, distance 

between nose and mouth, ear position 

• Ask specific questions about ID 
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Relationship with  

Iowa State University 

• Develop good working relationships 

with Dean of Students office and 

Greek Affairs 

• Ride alongs 

• Calls for service 
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Social Media 
• Keep an active presence on Facebook 

and Twitter 

• More college students use Twitter 

• Tweet-a-thons on Halloween 
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Questions? 

Facebook.com/AmesPolice 

@AmesPolice 

Contact Information: 

Sergeant Mike Arkovich 

Ames Police Department 

Ames, Iowa 

markovich@cityofames.org 


