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 Defining the Issue  

 MD’s Medical 

Review Process 

 Why Focus on LE 

 eReferral Project 

 Resources & Tools 

Who are the “older” folks? 
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Maryland Total Crashes v. Reported At Fault, by Age (‘09-’11) 
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MD Total Crashes v Reported At Fault by Age (‘09-’11) 

At Fault Total Crashes 

Crossing the Street… 
 

 

Medical Issues With Aging 

 Physical Impairments 
 Leg strength (diabetes) 

 Gripping the wheel (arthritis) 

 Visual Impairments 
 Age 40 needs 1 second+ longer for eyes to adjust near to far 

 Age 55 takes 8x longer to recover from glare as age16 

 Cognitive Impairments 
 Ability to reason, remember & handle perceived threat 

 86,000 Marylanders w/Alzheimer’s in 2010 

 Medications 
 78% drivers use 1+ meds on regular basis 

 19% drivers use 5+ meds on regular basis 
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Medical Review Process 

 Goal & guideline 

 Focus on functional ability … not age or 

disease … and provides an individual 

review on fitness to drive 

 How does it work? 

Medical Advisory Board since 1949 

 Review doctors notes, other info, interviews 

 Functional Capacity Test screening 

Occupational Therapist evaluation 

 Driving skills re-test 

Who Makes Referrals? 

 Referrals from professionals  
clinicians, law enforcement, etc 

 Referrals from concerned 

citizens, neighbors, friends & family 

 Self-reports of any serious 

medical condition 

 

Case Profile: Dena Kline 

80 years old 

5 Feet Tall and 80 Pounds 

Chemotherapy for Bone Cancer  

Taking Asthma and Pain Medications 
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Total miles = 
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 NHTSA 

Guidelines 

 Maryland 

LE Request 

 

 

 

Why 

Focus 

on LE? 
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Preliminary Results 

 After 6 Months: 618 eReferrals 

 Most NOT related to crash 

 High eReferrals = High Crash Rates 

 Mode is 75 - 85 year olds 

 Top 3 Indicators:  

 Not adequately controlling vehicle 

 Confused/disoriented 

 Other 

Potential Future Efforts? 

 What about out-of-state drivers that 

seem to be medically at-risk? 

 Can family be engaged? 

 Can vehicle tags be suspended also? 

 Liability –  

 Have info & don’t do a referral? 

 Do a referral & let them drive away? 

 

Resources & Tools 

mva.maryland.gov/police 
 

 


