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NJ’s Pre-GDL Licensing Requirements
(Before 1/1/2001)

* Permit at 16 if completed or 16 % if enrolled in
driver education course; permit at 17 w/o
driver education and must wait 20 days before
taking Behind-The-Wheel (BTW) test

* Basic (unrestricted license) at 17

* No nighttime driving or other
restriction

NJ’s GDL Program
(Effective 1/1/2001)

* One of the nation’s most progressive
— Permit at 16 (w/6 hours BTW training), at 17 (w/o
BTW training)

— Probationary license at 17
(oldest full licensing age in the
nation, 18)

— 1 passenger limit*

— No driving 11 p.m.-5 a.m.*
— No HH/HF electronic devices
— Seat belts

— Decal*
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Teen Drivers Involved in Fatal Crashes
by Age (16-20), 2004-2014
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The earlier licensing is allowed, the higher the rate of
high school teens licensed. The later licensing is
allowed, the greater the proportion of students licensed
during the first year licensing is permissible.

Williams, Lund & Preusser, 1985
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Delaying licensure clearly addresses the issue of
immaturity. However it does nothing to address
the issue of experience, which is gained only
through on-the-road driving.

Ferguson, Leaf, Williams, Preusser, 1996
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