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Buckle Up: Every Ride, Every Time
Findings from a parent survey

Rennie Ferguson, MHS
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INJURYProblem>

Our Motivation

2

The #1 killer of children in the US.
One million children die globally every year.

This is a problem we can solve.

600+ State and Local Safe 
Kids Coalitions and Chapters 
in the United States

Where We Work
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27 member countries and counting
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Child Passenger Safety Week 2013

Research objective:
To understand situations 
when parents find it 
acceptable for a child to ride 
unrestrained
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unrestrained
• Parent survey
• Fatal and nonfatal crash data
• Policy
• Parent story

Key findings
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Key findings
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Key findings
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Parent survey

Survey of 1,002 parents and 
caregivers with children ages 
10 and under
• Use of restraints
• Situations when they 

think it is acceptable 
t b kl kid
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not buckle up kids
• What they think other 

parents do
• 32 questions
• Fielded June 2013

Key findings
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Key findings
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Key findings
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Key findings
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Key findings

13

Key findings
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Conclusions

• One in four parents say they don’t buckle up their 
children for every ride

• Not driving far
• In a rush
• Keeps climbing out

33 t f f t liti t i d
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• 33 percent of fatalities were unrestrained
• Power of parents
• Future research: connecting parent behavior to 
the child’s 
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